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an empire that stretched from the Scottish border to the Pyrenees. We discover how, having lost most of his
lands in France, he battled for the rest of his life to win them back. His rise to power involved treachery,
rebellion and murder. His reign saw oppression on an almost unprecedented scale: former friends hounded
into exile and oblivion; Wales, Scotland and Ireland invaded; harsh fines and huge taxes, the greatest level of
financial exploitation since the Norman Conquest. A quarrel with the pope led to the king being
excommunicated and England being placed under Interdict; for six years, the church bells remained silent and
the dead were buried in unconsecrated ground. John's tyrannical rule climaxed in conspiracy and revolt, and
his leading subjects famously forced him to issue Magna Carta, a document binding him and his successors to
behave better in future. The king's rejection of the charter led to civil war and...
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