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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from The Perry s Victory Memorial Whatever we may or
may not be, we Americans can scarcely be called a memorializing people, We seem indeed readier to accept
the self-assertion of the living than to erect monuments to the dead. Long ago Barnum, the showman,
discovered that even as the average Englishman dearly loves a lord does the average Yankee dearly love a
humbug. It is to the women of our land that we are indebted for the stately shaft in honor of Washington which
towers over the National Capital, as well as for the ownership of Mount Vernon. Latterly Lincoln has been
coming to a proper recognition. But when we look for visible signs of the saints and sages, the heroes and
martyrs of other days, we discover that they are few and far between and very hard to find. In Europe, go
where you will, you may not come upon a village or hamlet that boasts not some expression of pious homage
and local pride in bronze or marble, some storied urn or animated bust, recalling the life and deeds of the
great man who was born there, whilst the parks, the streets and the public places of the cities and towns are
everywhere ennobled and beautified by the imagery, inspired by the nomenclature of the past, vitalizing history
and educating and elevating the people. Around the Great Lakes, as we call our inland oceans, with Chicago,
the world-famous, for an axis, flanked by Milwaukee, the Queen City of Wisconsin, and Detroit, the Fairy
Goddaughter of Michigan - sailing from Duluth to Buffalo - tarrying awhile at Toledo and Sandusky and Eric -
shame...
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