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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from From Rome to Rationalism, Or: Why | Left the
Church Rationalism, with its cold, impartial analysis of sacred documents, made the first deep impression on
theological structures; strive as men will to dilute their dogmas into some proportion with modern knowledge,
the power of ecclesiasticism cannot be the same to any thinking man after so grave an impeachment of its
credentials. Philosophical criticism, armed as it now is with the thoughts of the great minds of every age and
every clime, has thrown so powerful a light on the weakness of the traditional philosophy, which must
necessarily form the basis of any structure of faith, that able men are found to spend all their time in making
an irrational theology acceptable - in making morals or sentiment, tradition or authority, a plausible approach
to an act of faith. Physical science has revolutionized our view of our environment, and is rapidly filling up the
lacunae in a mechanical conception of the universe on which men would base their inferences of a spiritual
world. Apart from these great movements, that have cast huge waves not in vain on the frontiers of religious
sects, a steady erosive action has been at work, preparing the way for their more effective ravages. Time was
when all men s thoughts were infused into them by their guides and teachers, and they were content to
acquiesce with unquestioning faith in the rules and motives of conduct instilled into them. But, Tempora
mutantur et nos mutamur in illis, there has been so much disillusion in every province of thought and action,
and, with the diffusion of knowledge, which we owe to a more...
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