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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1895 edition. Excerpt: . Medical writers upon this subject are comparatively
numerous in French and German literature, and they have been multiplying rapidly of late years. The
phenomenon of sexual inversion is usually regarded in these books from the point of view of psychopathic or
neuropathic derangement, inherited from morbid ancestors, and developed in the patient by early habits of
self-abuse. What is the exact distinction between psychopathic and neuropathic I do not know. The former term
seems intelligible in the theologian s mouth, the latter in a physician s. But I cannot understand both being used
together to indicate diJerent kinds of pathological diathesis. What is the soul, what are the nerves? We have
probably to take the two terms as indicating two ways of considering the same phenomenon; the one
subjective, the other objective; psychopathic pointing to the derangement as observed in the mind emotions of
its subject; neuropathic to the derangement as observed in anomalies of the nervous system. It would be
impossible, in an essay of this kind, to review the whole mass of medical observation, inference and speculation
which we have at our command. Nor is a layman, perhaps, well qualified for the task of criticism and
comparison in a matter of delicacy where doctors diJer as to details. I shall therefore content myself with
giving an account of four of the most recent, most authoritative, and, as it seems to me, upon the whole most
sensible studies. Moreau, Tarnowsky, Krafft-Ebing and...
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