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Diseases We have been content until quite recently with the loose methods of investigating this important
subject, and the fact that insanity occurred in the family in such and such a proportion of our patients was
considered enough for our present knowledge. It is usual to see in statistics of insane hospitals a summary of
the number of cases in which heredity was a factor, such heredity being merely insanity in the family. We have
been aware that certain forms of insanity exhibited more heredity than others. But we have had no accurate
knowledge of the nature and type of mental disease in ancestors and immediate families of our patients. We
must all plead guilty to our lack of interest in this subject, and we must acknowledge our indebtedness to one
outside of our work who has succeeded in arousing our interest and stimulating our endeavors in this field.
Prof. Charles B.Davenport, of the Eugenics Section of the American Breeders Association, and in charge of the
Eugenics Record Office at Cold Spring Harbor, has been the one to stimulate our interest in this field. In this
office, in which Prof. H.H. Laughlin has been associated with Prof. Davenport, the modern ideas of the study of
heredity had its birth. The office has been in existence less than three years, but has already accomplished a
great deal, and through this agency many state hospitals, as well as other institutions for the care of epileptics
and the feebleminded, have been supplied with competent and well-trained field workers, who are now
engaged in vigorously attacking the problem in a...
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