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Excerpt: . . . 11 OPENING STATEMENT OF SENATOR AKAKA KAKA Senator A. Yes. Thank you very much, Mr.

Chairman. | first want to welcome all the panelists, Mr. Mayor, Ms. Stroup, and Mr. Hoffman. May | apologize for

being late. | was in the press conference on Katrina and telling the story of the devastation that | saw there - this
was about 5 months ago - all of the good people that have come back and restored the energy and
infrastructure as well as the energy distribution there, and also to make a commitment that | would continue to
support the efforts to help the Gulf Coast. That is why | was a little delayed, and | thank you for being so patient,
and | want you to know that in my time here in the Senate, | have enjoyed working with our Chairman and look
forward to the tough assignments that we have facing us in the future. So | want to thank you, Mr. Chairman,
for having this hearing, and we know that it is this Subcommittees responsibility to over-see the management
of DC without intruding on the right to self-govern, commonly referred to as D. C. Home Rule. We want to be
sure that there is that understanding. | am proud to be a cosponsor of the S. 2060 which authorizes the District
of Columbia Tuition Assistance Grants Program, As a Fed-eral City, DC does not...
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